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Professionals  Firefighter unions denounced Fire Department changes in inspection procedures last {-ﬁ
Column week, calling them cosmetic, lacking in substance and counter-productive. 3
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The changes were made in response to the Deutsche Bank building
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fire Aug. 18, which killed two Firefighters. It was later revealed ADVERTISE
that the department had not inspected the building, which was WITH
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Advertiser undergoing demolition, in more than a year, although protocol The Chief
h'”dex required an inspection every two weeks. An FDNY statement e e T
\(’:V :twflﬁ‘;e announced Nov. 7 the "Implementation of a third inspection period EEAEREEEEEIN
ontact fnfo each week for every field unit, increasing the amount of time - six
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. to nine hours - units will be scheduled for weekly building
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inspections,” and "added oversight of field inspections by or at the "
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Classified Borough Command level, and additional oversight with b mnd
Advertising compliance measures implemented at FDNY headquarters in
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The department also announced a program to update software containing building i
Copyrighto iNspections and making them more accessible, in addition to strengthening relations with
2005-2007  the Department of Buildings and making inspections a bigger focus of probationary
The Chief Leader  Firefighter training.

Stand Up for Security Officers

All Rights
Reserved It changed the name of the department's inspection program from Apparatus Field
Inspection Duty (AFID) to the Building Inspection Safety Program (BISP).

Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scoppetta explained in a statement, "By increasing
inspection time and providing more tools and information to our members, these initial
steps will give firefighters a better opportunity to uncover any challenges they may face
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Calling the changes "pathetic," a statement from the Uniformed Fire Officers Committes of Interns and Residents
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Association claimed that the department's change to give units more inspection hours
would increase response times. The union said it suggested to the department that it
create a task force led by a Deputy Chief in each division with the assistance of a
Battalion Chief whose only job would be conducting inspections. A Captain would
supervise four to six inspection teams in each division. The teams would be made up of
Firefighters and led by a Lieutenant.

But, the union said in its statement, the "splendid idea went by the wayside."

Uniformed Firefighters Association President Steve Cassidy said the department chose to
give firefighters more work rather than hiring more people. "It's going to compromise
public and firefighter safety," he said.

John Bosco, the lawyer for and brother of Capt. Peter Bosco, one of the three fire
officers who were reassigned after the Deutsche Bank building fire, also blasted the
changes in an e-mail, saying the most notable difference was a new acronym for
inspection duties.

"Cool name change, Scoppetta,” he said. "However, didn't you forget something while
you were busy thinking about what to name the new baby? The defects in the FDNY's
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building inspection program that were exposed by the tragic August 18, 2007 fire at the “THE BASIC GOAL OF LABORWILL NOT
Deutsche Bank building were that FDNY still lacks a plan to inspect toxic buildings and CHANGE. |7 15, AS IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN
the local firehouses lack the ability - no training or safety gear - to safely do the AND | AM SURE ALWAYS WILL BE, TO
inspections." BETTER THE STANDARDS OF LIFE FOR
ALL WHO WORK FOR WAGES AND TO
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AND DIGHITY FOR ALL AMERICANS.
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