UNIFORMED

FIRE DEPARTMENT, CITY OF NEW YORK

FIRE OFFICERS

LOCAL 854, INTERNATIONAL ASSN. OF FIRE FIGHTERS, AFL

ASSOCIATION

225 BROADWAY # NEW YORK, NY 10007 % SUITE 401
TEL: (212) 293-9300 # FAX: (212) 292-1560 % EMAIL: WWW.UFOA.ORG

Scptember 11, 2007

Hon. Nicholas Scoppetta
Commissioner, FDNY

9 Metrotech, 8W-6
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dcar Commissijoner:

The Uniformed Fire Officers Association requests that you rescind the disciplinary measures
leveled against three field officers on August 27, 2007, and retum them to their commands, It has become
painfully cvident that these three fine Fire Officers did nothing more than every other Fire Officer has had
t0 do, attempt to "get by" with the limited resources available to Commanders. The glaring inabilities of
this Department to accomplish its inspcetion and prevention missions came abruptly to light with the
tragic deaths of Firefighters Beddia and Graffignino on August 18th, 2007. If faimess were to prevail,
then almost every Company Commander, Battalion Commander and Division Commander would also be
"lifed.” This Firc Department fails miserably when it comes to inspections and prevention. Opening up a
novelty store such as the "Fire Zone" or sending actors out in Dalmatian outfits is "window dressing” at
best. This Department needs a dedicated, uniformed inspection bureau that will carry out the true mission
of Fire Prevention and this will only be accomplished by increasing the Fire Officer population. Please do
not misinterpret this as "unionism,” it is just common sense. This Department, in the past, promoted over
guota and assigned 25 to 50 Licutenants to Fire Prevention regularly. Their mission was the inspection of
Hi-Rise residentia) and commercia) buildings. Their success was of little consequence to your predecessor
$0 he disbanded this important unit. Why is this Department’s reactionary behavior acceptable? In the
aftermath of the Happy Land fire, the Social Club Task Force was created and acted aggressively to
control illegal clubs. Today, it is nothing more than a part-time endeavor. It is about time the FDNY
becomes proactive in al! Fire Prevention activities; the loss of two fircfighters demands it!

This City has seen a "building boom" in the last six years that is unprecedented; construction and
deconstruction goes on in every borough. This Fire Department cannot keep up with the demand for
serious inspections and surveillance, it is physically impossible. Local Companies, Battalions and
Divisions have their hands full with normal routine inspections and those units in Manhattan and
Brooklyn are overwhelmed with new construction projects that are enormous in size. In the last forty plus
years, seven units have been closed down in the Downtown Manhattan area and their Administrative
Districts have been absorbed by the remaining units. It is well known that over these four decades, this
arca has grown significantly in building density and human population without ever increasing this
Department's ability to accomplish it's missions of fire suppression and fire prevention.
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It is not fair to scapegoat three field officers for alleged but sti)| unproven allegations that they

failed their responsibilities in any way. It was doubly unfair to do so without dye process, and even worse
to do so with ful) knowledge that Deputy Assistant Chicf William Siegel knew the Deutsche Bank

Not even when it became known at Headquarters in March 2007 that work would commence on
deconstruction of the building. Not even when huge chunks of metal fej through the roof of Engine
10/Ladder 10. Both oceurrences should have been big “Red Flags"” for the FONY that the Department
needed to be up to speed at that location in the event of a catastrophe. We needed an updated inspection
plan to contend not just with high-rise buildings but with toxic waste high-rise hulks, We need a Fire
Department that demands the Building Department to notify us of every deconstruction, whether a permit
was issued for an “alteration” or demolition. It is inconceivable that Headquarters was not aware of the

b

expectations were dashed on Monday, August 27, when three ficld officers were relieved of their
" commands and thrown to the media wolves. FiReen days later, they are still twisting in the wind. As hasg
been famously said before, “How do they get their reputations back now?”

“shortcomings” of higher ranking Chief Officers makes our request even more compelling. In good
conscience, they should be retumed to their commands, allowing them to polish their impeccable
reputations,
Sincerely,
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John McDonnell
President



